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OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCI 

1941-1942 

PRESIDENT 
Pi  k<  \  II.  [ohnston 

VI(  I    PR  I  SIDENTS 


I  I  RO^  A.  LlN<  <>I  N 

I  k  VNKI.1N  I).  VfOONI  ^ 

|(ui\  \l .  Davis 
[eremiaii  Milbank 
William  [.Graham 
Lewis  E.  Pii  rson 


I  KI  \M  1(1  R 

Leon  Fr  isi  1; 

EXECUTIVI    VICI  PRESIDEN1 

(  II  \RLES  T.  Gwi  N\l 


|oi in  I ).  Rockefeller,  [r. 
|.  Si  1  w  \k  1  P>  \ki  1; 

[AMES  SPI  \  I  l< 

I  KI  III  Rl(  K    E.   I  I  KM  I  R 

li\  I  *t  ( . .  \h  Vllister 
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VSSISTAN1  TREASURER 
William  B.  S(  vrboroi  ch 

SECRE  I  ARY 
B.  Colweli  Davis,  Jr. 


EXEC UTI V 1 .  CO M M ITTEE 
II   Boardman  Spalding.  Chairman 


William  S.  Gray,  [r. 
Robi  k  1  F.  Lori  1 
Louis  S.  Cates 

W  il  l  i  \M   H.  CO\  I  KI)  \i  1 

W1111  \\i  II.  Koop 
William  [.  Schieffelin,  [r. 
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John  Sloane 
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Percy  H.  [ohnston 
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i  ll  VRI.l  s  T.  (.HUM 
Leroy  A.  LlN<  <il  N 
W1111  h\  T.  Corbi  1 1 


I  MOM  \s  F.  WOODLOCK 

|.  Barstow  Smi  1 1 
(.1  ok«.i  Mc 
Rk  11  \kh  W  .  Lawri  \<  1 
RoY  E.  TOMLINSON 
Win  rHROP  W  .  \i  drii  11 
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No.  a ::i    <  M  VRLES  1    BE  RNHEIMER 
(  I i.i i i  man.  Committee  on  Arbitration,  191 
Painted  I>\  Louis  Hells,  /<;2i 
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N0.236        BENJAMIN  VLTMAN 

Member  of  the  Chamber,  1889-1913 
Painted  by  A.  Muller-Ury, 


No.  235         JOSEPH  II    (  IK)  VI  E 
1 1< men  .11 5  Membei  o)  the  Chamber,  1905  1917 
Painted  by  I  lei  mini  (  ,.  Herkomer,  mjoj 
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No.  238       FREDERICK  H.  ECKER 

;j(|ih  President  of  the  Chamber,  1924-1926 
Painted  by  Philij>  A.  de  Laszlo,  1026 
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No.  239  BIGELOW 
Honorar)  Membei  <>l  the  Chamber,  1886  1911 
Painted  bx  Fedor  Encke,  igoo 
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No.  241  WILLI  \  .M  E.  PECK 

Membei  <>l  the  Chamber,  1904-1926 
Painted  by  Morion  II.  Bly, 
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No.  240        I  K  VNCIS  I    W  \I.K1.R 

Membei  <>l  the  Chamber,  1862-1881 
Painted  by  George  A.  Baker 
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No.  242  GEORGE  R.  Rl  ID 

Membei  oi  the  Chamber,  1905  1927 
Painted  bx  C.  Y.  Turner,  iSy(> 
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No.  213  PHILIP  HONE 

Membei  ol  the  Chamber,  1817-1849 
Painted  by  Rembrandt  Peale 
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N0.245        WILLIAM  L.  DeBOST 

|oth  Presicleni  <it  the  Chamber,  1926-1928 
Painted  l>\  Charles  C.  Curran,  1028 
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No.  244       WILLIAM  H.  PORTER 

Treasurer  of  the  Chamber,  1908  192G 
Painted  b\  Bryn  Strandenaes,  1028 
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No.  246       CHARLES  T.  G WYNNE 

Secretan  of  the  Chamber,  1915-1924 
Executive  Vice  President,  1924- 
Painted  by  H.  Stanley  Todd,  igjg 
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No.  2  |S  WELDING  RING 

Vice  Presidenl  ol  the  Chamber,  1920-1925 
Painted  by  Joseph  II.  Boston,  1020 
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N0.250  EMILL.  BOAS 

Membei  ol  the  Chamber,  1 897- 1 9 1 :» 
Painted  by  Paul  Joanowilcli, 
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No.  249  LEON  OR  F.  LOREF. 

psi  President  of  the  Chamber,  1928-1930 
Painted  by  Ellis  M.  Silvette,  i()}o 
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N0.251         MICHAEL  FRIEDSAM 

Member  ot  the  Chamber,  1898-1931 
Painted  by  Sidney  A.  Dickinson .  iqji 
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No.  252         I  BARSTOW  SMULL 

|2iid  President  ol  the  Chambei ,  1930-1932 
Painted  by  Raymond  P.  R.  Neilson,  njji 


No.  253         GEORGE  F.  BAKER 

Vice  President  ol  the  Chaml)ci ,  1918-1922 
Painted  by  Frank  O.  Salisbury, 
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No.  251  OTTOH.KAHN 

Vice  President  of  the  Chamber,  1920 -192", 
Painted  by  H.  Stanley  Todd,  1934 


No.  255  I  Ull  s  BROWN 

i  ;i(i  President  of  the  Chamber,  1932-1934 
Painted  by  Leopold  Seyfferl,  icj}j 
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No.  256  ADOLPH  S.  OCHS 

Vice  President  of  the  Chamber,  1933-1935 
Painted  by  Frank  E.  Larson,  1935 
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No.  258      THOMAS  I.  PARKINSON 

l|ih  President  of  the  Chamber,  1934-1936 
Painted  by  In'ing  Wiles,  iqjj 


No.  237     CORNELIUS  A.  PUGSLEY 

Member  of  the  Chamher,  1897-1030 
Painted  by  Henry  L.  Wolff,  hjjj 
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No.25g       R.  FULTON  CUTTING 

Vice  President  of  the  Chamber,  lyj.j 
Painted  In  H.  Stanley  Todd,  iqjj 
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No.  2<io         I  1.1. IX  M.  \\  ARIU  R(, 

Vice  Presidenl  of  the  Chamber,  1937 
Painted  by  Arthur  de  Ferraris,  1022 


No.  1^ « i  1    W  IN  I  HROP  W.  ALDRICH 

Presidenl  o£  the  Chamber,  1936-1938 
Painted  by  Ellen  Emmet  Rand,  ia}8 
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No.  26s       JESSE  ISIDOR  STRAUS 
Vice  President  of  the  Chamber,  1923-1927,  1933  193(1 
Painted  by  Michel  Werboff, 


N0.263     RICHARD  \V.  LAWRENCE 

46th  Presidenl  <>l  the  Chamber,  1938-1940 
Painted  by  H.  Stanley  Todd,  iq~w 
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\o.  i>(i|  JOHN  CLAFLIN 

33rd  President  of  the  Chamber.  1912-1914 
Painted  by  Eugene  E.  Speicher,  ioij 
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No.  266        PERCY  H.  JOHNSTON 

17th  President  of  the  Chamber,  1940-1942 
Painted  by  Raymond  P.  R.  Neilson,  ip^i 
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No.  265  |OHN  D.  DUNLOP 

Member  of  the  Chamber,  1921-1940 
Painted  by  Franz  Felix,  lojo 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTES 


AlDRICll,  W'lMHKOl'  W'.-N'o.  L'lil    (  1 SS;, 

).  Member  <>l  the  Chamber  since 
1930;  President,  1936-1938;  member  at 
large,  Executive  Committee  since  1938; 
graduated  Harvard  University,  11)07. 
Harvard  Law,  1910;  admitted  to  New 
York  Bar,  1912;  member  ol  firm  ol 
Byrne  Cutcheon  and  I  aylor,  19 16-19 17; 
member  ol  firm  < >l  Murra) ,  Aldrich  and 
Webb,  1919-1929;  president,  Equitable 
Trust  Company,  1929;  in  fune  1930 
1  he  Equitable  was  merged  with  the 
Chase  National  Bank  and  he  became 
presideni  <>l  the  consolidated  institu 
lion;  in  1934  he  became  Chairman  ol 
the  Board  of  Directors;  portraii  painted 
from  life  in  1938  l>\  Ellen  Emmel  Rand: 
presented  l>\  Mi.  Aldrich. 

Altaian,  Benjamin  No.  u  (1840- 
11)13)  •  Member  ol  the  Chamber  iSScj- 
1913;  merchant,  philanthropist,  arl 
patron;  experience  gained  in  small  di\ 
goods  shops;  in  1865  opened  his  own 
store  on  Third  Ave.  near  10th  St.;  in 
1870  moved  to  Sixth  Ave.;  in  i<)o(i 
moved  to  Fifth  Ave.  and  34th  St.  being 
a  pioneer  in  trend  of  big  business  to 
up-town  Fifth  Ave.,  firm  being  known 
as  B.  Altman  &  Co.;  established  the 
Altman  Foundation  to  promote  the 
welfare  ol  his  employees  and  to  aid 
other  New  York  philanthropic  enter- 
prises; his  art  collection  consisted  ol 
thousands  ol  articles  ol  remarkable 
rarit)  and  beauty,  including  porcelains, 
tapestries,  rugs,  sc  ulpture  and  painting, 
all  ol  w  hic  h,  at  his  death,  were  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Museum  ol  Art;  por- 
trait painted  in  1925  from  a  photograph 
by  A.  Muller-Ury  and  presented  l>\ 
M  ic  hael  Friedsam. 

Baker,  George  F.— No.  253  (1840-1931) . 
Member  of  the  Chamber  1880-1931; 


member  ol  the  Board  <>!  I  rustees  ol  the 
Real  Estate.  1915-1931;  Vice  President, 
1918-1922;  came  to  New  York  ai  the 
age  of  23  to  join  others  in  opening  the 
lust  bank  here  undei  the  National 
banking  Ac  I ;  at  his  deal  h  he  was  chail 
man  ol  the  board  ol  directors  ol  this 
same  institution,  the  First  National 
Bank  ol  the  Cit)  ol  New  York;  his 
coinage  and  judgment  in  the  financial 
troubles  following  the  Civil  Wat  made 
the  bank  notable;  L.L.D.,  Harvard  1926 
and  Dartmouth  1930;  his  man)  large 
philanthropies  were  chief!)  foi  the  pro- 
motion ol  arts  and  education;  portraii 
painted  from  life  in  1931  l>\  Frank  (). 
Salisbury;  presented  l>\  his  son,  George 
F.  Baker,  Jr. 

Bernheimer,  Charles  L.— No.  234  (1864- 
).  Membei  ol  the  Chamber  since 
1902;  Chairman  ol  Committee  on  Ai 

1 1  i I  l  a t  ion  since  L911;  be  gan  busine  ss  as 

an  office  bo)  with  firm  ol  Adolph  Bern- 
heimer,  wholesale  dr\  goods  merchant, 
in  i8<Si;  continued  with  its  successors 
Bernheimer  8c  Walter  and  bear  Mil] 
Manufacturing  Co.;  president  of  latter 
1907-1929,  now*  chairman  of  the  board: 
responsible  for  the  Chamber's  presenl 
system  ol  arbitration;  through  his  ef- 
forts the  State  Arbitration  Law  was 
passed  in  1920  and.  more-  than  an\ 
Other  one  man,  was  responsible  for  the 
passing  ol  the  Federal  Arbitration  Act 
in  1925;  largely  instrumental  in  open- 
ing up  the  desert  country  betwee  n  the 
Colorado  River  and  Navajo  Mountain 
in  northern  Arizona  and  southern  1 1  tall, 
and  discovered  hitherto  unknown 
natural  bridges  and  clifl  ruins;  portraii 
painted  from  life,  b\  orde  r  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee,  in  1925  b\  Louis 
Bens. 
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Bigelow,  John  —  No.  239  (1817-1911). 
Honorary  member  of  the  Chamber, 
1886-ig]  1;  graduate  of  Union  College, 
1835;  admitted  to  New  York  Bar,  1838; 
1 11M  public  office  was  Inspector  of  Sing 
Sing  Prison;  partner  of  William  Cullen 
Bryant  in  the  editorship  <>l  the  New 
York  Evening  Post.  1848-1861;  Consul 
General  at  Paris  1861-1865;  Minister  to 
France  1865-1866;  member  oi  Commis- 
sion in  1875  which  broke  up  the  New 
York  Canal  Ring;  Secretary  ol  the  State 
oi  New  York,  1875;  United  States  Com- 
missioner to  the  Brussels  Exposition, 
1888;  delegate  to  New  York  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  1893;  ;<i  the  invita- 
tion ol  the  President  ol  the  Panama 
Canal  Co..  in  1  <S <S ( >  he  went  as  the 
Chamber's  delegate  10  inspect  the 
Canal  and  presented  on  his  return  a 
valuable  and  comprehensive  report; 
was  a  constant  contributor  to  American 
literature  on  historical,  political  and 
economic  subjects;  portrait  painted 
1 10111  lile  in  1900  by  Fedor  Enckc:  pre- 
sented by  his  daughter,  Miss  Grace 
Bigelow  and  his  son.  Major  John 
eelow. 


Boas,  Emil  L.— No.  250  (1854-1912)  . 
Member  of  the  Chamber  1897-1912;  lor 
thirty  years  (he  general  manager  of  the 
Hamburg-American  Steamship  Line  in 
1  he  United  States;  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Harbor  and  Ship- 
ping he  brought  to  the  involved  prob- 
lems under  consideration  a  broad  and 
comprehensive  view  of  port  require- 
ments; his  life  was  devoted  to  the  de- 
veloping and  safeguarding  of  foreign 
commerce;  portrait  painted  from  life 
in  1903  by  Paul  Joanowitch;  presented 
by  Mrs.  Boas. 

Brown j  James— No.  255  ( 1 8G3- 1 935) . 
Member  of  the  Chamber  1913-1935: 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
1926-1928;  Vice  President,  1928-1932; 
President,  1932-1934;  grandson  of 
James  Brown,  founder  in  1825  of  firm 
of  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  of  which  he  was 
senior  partner  lor  many  years;  graduate 


of  Columbia  University,  1883;  presi- 
dent of  National  Bank  of  Nicaragua 
1912-1914;  an  outstanding  and  inline  11 
tial  banker  here  and  abroad;  portrail 
painted  from  life  in  1934  by  Leopold 
Seyffert;  presented  by  Mr.  Brown. 

Choate,  Joseph  H.— No.  235  (1832-1917)  . 
Honorary  member  of  the  Cham  I  m  i 
l9°5"1917!  Vice  President,  1907-1911; 
graduate  of  Harvard  University,  1852, 
Harvard  Law  School,  1854;  admitted 
to  the  Massachusetts  Bar,  1855;  member 
ol  firm  ol  Butler,  Evans  and  South- 
mayd,  1855-1917;  active  politically  as  a 
Republican,  being  a  leader  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Tweed  Ring,  and  to  Tam- 
many Hall  and  Richard  Crocker; 
delegate  to  New  York  Constitutional 
Convention  ol  1894;  Ambassadoi  to  the 
Court  of  St.  James,  1899-1905;  head  ol 
American  delegation  to  the  Second 
Hague  Conference,  1907;  his  skill  as  an 
alter  dinner  speaker  is  still  a  tradition 
and  his  published  speeches  are  models 
oi  their  kind;  portrait  painted  from 
life  in  1904  by  Herman  G.  Herkomer; 
presented  by  his  daughter.  Miss  Mabel 
Choate. 

Claflin,  John— No.  264  (1850-1938)  . 
Membei  ol  the  Chamber  1878-1938; 
Vice  President,  1895-1899,  1901-1905, 
1909-1910,  1911-1912;  President,  1912- 
1914;  served  on  many  committees  dur- 
ing a  very  long  membership;  graduate 
of  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
i8(>9;  entered  his  lather's  dry  goods 
firm  of  H.  B.  Claflin  &  Co.;  became  head 
of  firm  in  1885;  in  1890  the  business  was 
transferred  to  a  corporation,  being  con- 
sidered the  first  corporation  of  this 
kind;  it  was  liquidated  in  1914;  he  was 
a  member  of  the  first  Transit  Commit- 
tee which  had  in  charge  the  considera- 
tion of  New  York's  first  subway,  and 
received  a  gold  medal  from  the  Cham- 
ber in  recognition  of  his  services; 
portrait  painted  from  life  in  1913  b\ 
Eugene  E.  Speicher;  presented  by  Mrs. 
Claflin. 
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Cutting,  R.  Fi  i  roN— No.  259  (1852-1934). 
Member  ol  the  Chamber  1896-1934; 
Vice  President  at  the  time  ol  1 1  i ^  death; 
graduate  of  Columbia  University .  A.B., 
1S71,  A.M.,  1875,  LL.D.,  1904;  founder 
.iihI  first  chaii  man  <>l  ( litizens  Union; 
for  mam  years  president  <>l  Coopei 
Union;  known  in  the  <|os  as  "the  first 
citizen  <>l  New  York"  who  always 
"worked  for  the  people's  pocketbook"; 
well  know  n  as  an  economist,  a  student 
ol  political  and  municipal  problems 
and  an  aggressive  leader;  his  main  phi 
lanthropies  included  a  long  term  as 
president  ol  the  Association  1 01  tmpro\ 
ins  the  Condition  ol  the  Poor;  portrait 
painted  from  photograph  in  1937  1>\ 
\  1.  Stanley  1  odd;  presented  1>\  Ins 
family. 

l)i  Bos  1,  William  1..  No.  245  (1N70- 
).  Member  ol  the  Chamber  since 
11)17;  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, 1924-1926;  President,  1926-1928; 
Vice  President,  1932-1936;  Membei  ol 
the  Board  ol  Trustees  ol  die  Real  Es- 
tate since  1935;  began  his  business 
career  in  1886  with  large  coal  mining 
operators,  Van  Wickle,  Stout  8c  Co.; 
after  several  years  entered  employ  ol 
E.  A.  Cruikshank  &  Co..  one  ol  die 
oldesi  real  estate  agents  in  New  ^oik; 
in  1903  became  vice  president  ol  tin 
firm  which  had  been  incorporated  as 
Cruikshank  Company;  alter  service  ol 
thirty-one  years  with  this  company,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Union 
Dime  S.n  ings  Bank  in  192  [,  whi<  h  posi- 
tion he  still  holds;  in  spite  of  extensive 
business  interests,  philanthropic  activi- 
ties have  been  many,  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  Staten  Island  Hos 
pital  of  which  he  was  president  foi 
mam  years;  portrait  painted  from  life 
in  1928  by  Charles  C.  (  an  ran ;  | >resented 
by  Mr.  DeBost. 

Dunlop,  John  D.— No.  265  (1870-1940). 
Member  of  the  Chamber  1921-1940;  lor 
many  years  a  leader  in  the  silk  industry, 
as  head  of  the  firm  of  |ohn  Dunlop 
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Sons,  Inc.,  which  was  dissolved  in  1937; 
in  1920  went  to  Japan  as  a  membei  ol 
an  American  Commission  to  consult 
with  silk  manufact  urers;  served  as  chair- 
man ol  the  New  York  State  Waterways 
( lonfereiK  e  Commission;  active  in  local 
( i  \  ii  and  wellai  e  movements  in  Nya<  k . 
\  .  ^>  .;  portrait  painted  1 101 11  life  in  1940 
In  Iran/  Felix;  presented  In  Mis. 
Dunlop. 

Ecker,  Frederick  II.  —  No.  238  (1867- 
) .  Member  ol  1  he  ( lhamber  since 
1  (|  1  7;  Chairman,  Executive  ( lommittee, 
1922-1924;  President,  1924-1926;  Vice 
President,  1926-1930,  1931-1935;  mem 
her  of  Board  ol  trustees  ol  the  Real 
Estate  since  1930;  began  business  career 
with  Anions..  Ritch  and  Woodford,  the 
law  firm  serving  as  counsel  lor  the 
Metropolitan  Pile  Insurance  Co.:  in 
1883  he  became  a  mail  clerk  lor  the 
Metropolitan  Life;  his  ability  and  in- 
dustry were  rewarded  with  promotions; 
in  1898  he  was  made  manager  ol  the 
bond  and  mortgage  division,  in  1905 
(he  Inst  comptroller,  in  1906  the  Inst 
treasurer;  in  1919  he  was  elected  vice 
president  and  in  ic|LM|  president  ol  the 
company;  he  has  served  as  chairman  ol 
ilit-  board  since  1936;  portrait  painted 
Irom  life  in  1926  by  Philip  A.  deLaszlo 
and  presented  by  Mr.  Ecker. 

Edison,  Thomas  A.— No.  247  (1847-1931). 
Honorary  member  of  the  Chambei 
1889-1931;  his  successes  early  in  lile  in 
applying  1  he  theories  of  [jure  sc  ienc  e  to 
devices  ol  practical  use  attracted  wide 
attention;  lor  two  generations  he  had 
been  honored  by  scientists  and  laymen, 
and  died  the  world's  best  known  in- 
ventor; portrait  painted  Irom  lile  in 
ic)im)  by  Ellis  M.  Si  1\ cite  and  personally 
signed  by  Mr.  Edison:  presented  to  the 
Chamber  by  a  group  ol  its  members 
headed  by  Charles  M.  Schwab. 

Frikdsam,  Michael— No.  251  (c  irca  1860- 
1931).  Member  ol  the  Chamber  1898- 
1931;  entered  the  employ  ol  Benjamin 
Utman  at  the  aae  of  seventeen;  worked 
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his  waj  through  .ill  the  departments 
.Hid  became  a  partner  in  1900,  and  .1 
\  ic  c  presideni  in  1909;  in  i<)'"r  at  Mr. 
Vltman's  death  became  president;  ap 
pointed  In  Governor  Whitman  as  Quar- 
termastei  General  of  the  New  York 
National  Guard,  during  the  World  War, 
l.uii  promoted  i<>  Colonel;  served  in 
administration  ol  the  food  control  laws 
.iikI  devised  and  initialed  plans  E01 
meatless,  wheat  less  days;  served  as  chair- 
man ol  the  subcommittee  <>n  clothes 
and  shoes  Eot  the  War  Price-Fixing 
Committee;  he  was  interested  in  man) 
widclv  diversified  activities  and  gave 
generously  of  time  and  raone\  to  phi- 
lanthropic, educational  and  art  proj- 
ects; portrait  painted  in  193]  l>\  Sidnex 
\.  l)i(  kinson,  and  presented  b\  fohn  S. 
Burke  and  associates  ol  the  B.  Altman 
Co. 

Gvvynnk.  Charles  T.  —  No.  2  |(i  ( 1 H74- 
)  .  Member  of  the  Chamber  since 
1907;  Secretarj  <>l  the  Chamber  1915- 
1924;  Executive  Vice  President  shue 
1924;  with  Edison  Phonograph  Works, 
1889;  with  United  States  Express  Com 
pain  and  Pratt  and  Whitney,  1890- 
1894;  began  as  clerk  with  the  Chamber 
in  1894  and  has  had  continuous  service 
since  thai  date:  received  honorary  de- 
gree of  LL.l).  at  Allied  University, 
1929;  portrait  painted  from  life  in  1939 
b)  H.  Sianlex  Todd. 

Hone,  Philip  —  No.  243  (1780-1851). 
Member  ol  the  Chamber  1817-1849;  ai 
age  of  sixteen  began  in  the  auction 
business  with  his  brother  and  at  nine- 
teen became  a  partner;  retired  in  1821, 
a  very  wealthy  man  noted  for  his 
large  library  and  art  collection;  elected 
Mayor  ol  New  York  in  1825,  serving  E01 
one  year;  his  secret  diary,  kept  Erom 
1828  to  1851  furnishes  the  best  extant 
pi<  lure  of  New  York  life  at  that  period; 
i  hief  interests  were  politics,  letters  and 
the  drama;  portrait  painted  by  Rem- 
brandt Peale,  date  unknown:  left  to 
the  Chamber  b\  will  ol  his  grandson, 
Robert  Hone. 


Johnston,  Perch  Hampton  —  No.  266 
(1881-  ).  Member  ol  the  Chamber 
since  1918;  President  ol  the  Chamber, 
1940-  :  a  native  ol  Kentucky,  began 
banking  career  in  Lebanon.  Kv.;  ap 
pointed  national  bank  examiner.  1907: 
vice  president,  Citizens  Bank.  Louis 
ville,  Kv.,  1916;  senior  vice  preside  111. 
Chemical  National  Hank  (now  Chemi- 
cal Bank  &  I  1  ust  Co.) ,  1917-1920,  presi- 
dent, 1920-1935  and  chairman  ol  the 
board  since  1935;  presideni.  New  York 
Clearing  House  Assoc  ial  ion.  1939;  poi 
trait  painted  from  life  by  Raymond  P. 
R.  Neilson,  1941;  presented  In  Mr. 
Johnston. 

Kaii.x,  Otto  H.— NO.  254  (1867-1934)  . 
Member  of  the  Chamber  1897-1934; 
Vice  President,  1920-1923;  began  busi- 
ness training  as  an  apprentice  in  a  small 
bank  in  Karlsruhe:  served  in  London 
branch  ol  the  Deutsche  Bank  and  be- 
came a  naturalized  British  subject;  in 
1893  came  to  New  York  with  Speyer 
and  Co.;  became  partner  in  Kuhn  Loeb 
and  Co.  in  1897;  became  an  American 
citizen  in  191 7;  there  were  few  fields 
ol  worth  while  human  endeavor  in 
which  his  interest  was  not  actively  or 
latently  engaged,  but  his  outstanding 
contribution  to  American  life  was  his 
constant  and  unwearied  furtherance  of 
the  cause  ol  art;  portrait  painted  in 
1934  by  H.  .Stanley  Todd;  presented 
by  Mrs.  Kali  11. 

Lawrence,  Richard  W.— No.  263  ( 1 878- 
)  .  Member  of  the  Chamber  since 
K|2o:  Chairman,  Executive  Committee, 
1935-1937;  President,  1938-1940;  en- 
ured the  piano  business  in  189(1,  being 
associated  with  the  Weber  Piano  Co. 
as  vice  president  and  later  with  Kohler 
and  Campbell  as  president:  in  1923  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Bankers 
Commercial  Security  Co..  later  changi  d 
to  Bankers  Commercial  Corp.;  associ- 
ated in  the  ownership  for  over  thirty 
years  with  "Printers  Ink";  he  has  been 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
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Association   in   New  York  since  1935; 

I x >)  1 1 .1  i  1  painted  1 1 01 11  life  in  1939  I  ^ 
II.  Stanley  Todd;  presented  by  Mr. 
1  ,awren<  e. 

LOREE,  LEONOR  F.    Xo.  249  (1858-1940). 

Membei  ol  the  Chamber  1912-1940; 
Vice  President,  1922-1926,  19:57-19 1"; 
Preside  in,  1928-1930;  member  oJ  the 
Board  <>l  I  rustees  ol  the  Real  Estate, 
1931-1940;  graduate  of  Rutgers  ( lollege, 
1877;  entered  business  as  a  survey  engi- 
neer for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  the 
beginning  ol  a  lifelong  career  devoted 
to  railroading,  in  whi(  h  he  rose  to  the 
leadership  oi  .1  transportation  empire; 
he  headed  successively  Baltimore  &: 

Ohio,  Rock  Island  Co..  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Co.  and  Si.  Louis  &  San 
Francisco  Co.:  in  1906  began  his  asso 
ciation  with  the  Kansas  City  Southern 
and  in  11)07  became  president  ol  the 
Delaware  ^  Hudson,  a  posl  he  held 
until  his  retirement  in  1938;  during 
World  VVai  his  supervision  ol  the  move- 
ments ol  troops  over  the  eastern  rail- 
roads was  one  of  his  great  achievements; 
portrait  painted  from  lile  in  1930  l>\ 
Ellis  M.  Silvette;  presented  by  Mr. 
I  ,oree. 

Mellon,  Andrew  \V.  —  Xo.  237  ( 1 H55- 
1937) .  Secretar)  ol  the  Treasury  of  the 

United  States,  1921-1932;  joined  hank 
ing  house  ol  T.  Mellon  &  Sons  in  1874; 
in  1902  the  firm  was  reorganized  as  the 
Mellon  National  Rank  ol  which  he  was 
president  until  he  entered  publit  lile; 
because  ol  his  masterful  handling  ol 
the  country's  difficult  financial  prob- 
lems he  was  honored  by  the  Chambei 
at  a  meeting  when  his  portrait  was  pre- 
sented l>\  a  special  Committee  headed 
by  [ames  Speyer;  he  was  the  fourth 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  so 
honored;  served  as  Ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  St.  fames,  1932-1933:  his  great- 
est public  benefaction  was  his  gift  tc 
l  he  nation  in  1937  of  his  collection 
of  paintings  and  sculpture;  portrait 
painted  from  life  in  1926  1>\  Philip  A. 
deLaszlo. 


Ochs,  Adolph  S.-  Xo.  256  (1858-1935). 
Member  ol  the  Chambei  1902  1935; 
Vice  President,  l933_1935>  from  his 
earliest  years  he  w  as  c  ounce  led  with 
printing  and  newspapers;  in  1878  he 
bought  hall  interest  in  the  "Chatta- 
nooga Times"  which  grew  under  his 
leadership  from  a  struggling  newspapei 
to  one  of  credit  and  influence;  in  i8e)f> 
he  obtained  control  ol  the  "New  York 
limes"  and  soon  placed  that  pa  pel  in 
the  preeminent  position  ii  has  since 
occupied;  he  held  honorary  degrees 
from  Yale  University  and  from  Colum 
bia  University;  portrait  painted  in  193-, 
by  Frank  Larson  after  deLaszlo;  pre- 
sented by  his  d  a  1  ight er.  Mis.  Arthur 
1 1 .1  \  s  Sulzberger. 

Parkinson,  Thomas  I.— No.  258  (1881- 
)  .  Member  ol  the  ( Chamber  since 
1929;  President,  1934-1936;  graduated 
University  ol  Pennsylvania;  began  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Philadelphia.  1902; 
admitted  to  New  York  Bar,  1909;  pro- 
fessor of  legislation  at  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, 1917-193-,;  dean  of  Faculty  o| 
Law,  Columbia,  1923-1921;  in  191c)  w  as 
appointed  legislative  counsel  to  various 
committees  of  the  United  Stales  Senate 
and  helped  in  drafting  main  important 
post-war  measures;  dec  ted  vice  president 
of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Soci- 
ety, 1920,  and  president  in  1926;  por- 
trait painted  from  life  in  1937  by 
frving  Wiles;  presented  In  Mr.  Par- 
kinson. 

Pick,  William  E.— No.  241  ( 1858-192C))  . 
Member  ol  the  Chamber  1904-1926; 
graduated  from  Yale  University,  1881; 
opened  his  own  office  in  1884;  foundei 
of  William  E.  Peck  8c  Co.,  widely  known 
throughout  the  world:  during  World 
War  served  as  special  director  lor  the 
American  War  Trade  Board  in  New 
York  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Ex- 
ports; regarded  as  one  ol  America's 
leading  authorities  on  foreign  trade; 
portrait  painted  from  a  photograph  in 
1927  by  Morton  II.  Bly;  presented  by 
his  friends. 
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Porter,  William  H.  No.  244  (1861- 
1026).  Membei  <>l  the  Chamber  1893- 
1926;  Treasurer,  1908-1926;  started  in 
the  banking  business  ;is  clerk  in  1  s jS 
.Hid  lose  through  the  various  branches 
until  he  1  ea<  hed  t he  posii i<>n  <>l  re- 
sponsibility .ind  inisi  ol  .1  partnei  in 
f.  P.  Morgan  &  Co.;  among  his  numei 
ous  other  financial  affiliations  in  which 
he  played  an  important  and  influential 
pari  were  the  Chemical  National  Bank, 
vice  president,  the  Fifth  Wenue  bank. 
th(  title  Guaranty  and  [rust  Co.,  the 
Fidelity  and  Casualty  Co..  and  the 
Royal  Exchange  Assurance  Co.;  portrait 
painted  from  a  photograph  in  1 « > l» s  l>\ 
Bryn  Strandenaes;  presented  l>\  Mis. 
Porter. 


Pugsley,  Cornelius  A.— No.  257  (1850- 
1936).  Membei  <>l  the  Chamber  1  ^<>7- 
1936;  entered  West <  lu  ster  County 
National  Bank  in  1870  as  clerk,  received 
i.ipid  promotion  and  was  made  cashiei 
in  1  s 7 < ) .  vice  president  in  1897  and  in 
the  same  year  president,  a  position 
which  he  filled  for  thirty-six  years;  Rep 
resentative  to  ( longress,  1901-1903;  ( it  y 
ol  Peekskill  and  its  public  institutions 
have  greatly  benefitted  through  his 
generosity;  his  philanthropic  interests 
centered  in  educational  and  patriotic 
,K  t  i\ it  ics;  portrait  painted  from  a  pho- 
tograph in  1937  l>\  Henry  L.  Wolff; 
presented  l>\  his  son.  Chester  I). 
P 


Read,  Georgi  R.— No.  242  (1849-1927). 
Membei  ol  the  Chamber  1905-1927; 
graduate  of  Brooklyn  Collegiate  and 
Polytechnic  fnstitute;  entered  the  1  eal 
(  stale  firm  of  E.  H.  Ludlow  &  Co.  about 
1 866  and  remained  there  until  he 
Founded  George  R.  Read  &  Co.  in  1884 
ol  which  company  he  remained  the 
head  until  his  death:  for  eight  years 
pi  esidenl  of  the  Village  ol  Port  Chester. 
N.  Y.:  portrait  painted  from  life  in 
iX()i>:  presented  b\  his  daughter,  Mis. 
John  [.  Downey . 


Ring,  Welding  —  No.  2j8  (1846-1929). 
Member  ol  the  Chamber  1897-1929; 
Chairman,  Executive  Committee,  1916- 
1920;  Vice  President,  1920-1925;  entered 
employ  ol  Mailler,  Lord  8c  Quereau, 
export  shipping  house,  in  iH(">(i;  he  di- 
rected the  funis  extensive  trade  with 
Australia.  South  Africa  and  the  Philip 
pines;  became  membei  ol  firm  in  1889 
and  in  1903  the  sole  owner:  was  con- 
sidered an  authority  on  maritime  af- 
fairs and  was  an  ardent  advocate  ol  an 
independent l\  owned  American  Mer- 
chant Marine;  during  World  War  was 
(  haii  man  ol  Chartering  Commission  ol 
the  United  States  Shipping  Board;  was 
delegate  in  1911  to  Monetary  Confer- 
ence in  Washington;  portrait  painted 
in  1929  b\  foseph  II.  Boston;  presented 
by  his  daughters. 

Smull,  J.  Barstow— No.  252  (1N71-  ). 
Member  of  the  Chamber  since  1  <|  1  7 : 
N  ice  President.  1926-1928,  1936-1937, 
l937"1941!  Chairman.  Executive  Com- 
mittee, 1928-1930;  President,  1930-1932; 
began  career  in  1891  as  steamship 
broker,  operating  independently  until 
1907  when  he  became  vice  president 
ol  [.  fl.  Winchester  K:  Co.:  during 
World  Wai  served  on  Chartering  Com- 
mittee ol  the  United  States  Shipping 
Board:  appointed  in  1921  \ice  presi- 
dent, and  in  1922  president  ol  the 
United  States  Emergency  Fleet  Corp., 
handling  the  ships  under  the  control 
ol  the  Shipping  Hoard:  this  service  he 
rendered  with  conspicuous  ability,  sav- 
ing the  Government  mam  millions  ol 
dollars;  portrait  painted  from  life  in 
1941  by  Raymond  I'.  R.  Neilson;  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Smull. 

Straus,  |issi  [sidor— No.  262  (1872-1936). 
Member  ol  the'  Chamber  1897-1936; 
Vice  President,  1923-1927,  1933-1936; 
graduated  Erom  Harvard  University, 
1893;  began  business  career  as  a  bank 
clerk  but  shortly  entered  employ  ol 
Abraham  &  Straus,  merchants,  where 
his  lather  was  junior  partner;  in  1896 
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became  an  executive  <>l  R.  II.  Mac)  &: 
Co.  .iihI  was  later  admitted  to  partnei 
ship;  became  president  upon  incorpora 
lion  ol  the  firm  in   1919;  American 
Embassador  to  France,  1  ().">.">  " 
ceived  honorary  degree  ol  LL.D.  in 
ki  ;i  from  University  ol  Georgia;  gave 
generousl)  to  educational  and  philan 
tbropic  institutions;  portrait  painted  in 
1938  l>\  Michel  Werbofi;  presented  l>\ 
Mrs.  Si  1  .ins. 

Walker,  Francis  T.  No.  340  (1832- 
1881).  Membei  ol  the  Chamber  1862 
1 88 1 ;  a  stock  broker  in  business  with  h  is 
brot  her;  member  ol  the  Stock  Exchange, 
a  man  ol  energ)  and  high  mercantile 
honor;  [>ortrait  painted  from  life  l>\ 
George  Baker,  date  unknown;  pre 
sinicd  l>\  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles 
(..  Peters. 


\\  vrburGj  Felix  M.— No.  260  (1871  1 937). 
Member  ol  the  Chamber  1897-1937; 
Vice  President  at  the  time  ol  his  death; 
began  business  career  and  knowledge 
ol  finance  in  office  ol  N.  M.  Oppenheim 
Co.;  came  to  New  York  in  1895  and 
plunged  into  the  banking  world;  part 
mi  11I  Kuhn  Loeb  &  Co.;  appointed  in 
1902  Commissioner  ol  New  York  Board 
ol  Education,  and  introduced  valuable 
reforms  in  the  s(  hool  system;  appointed 
in  1907  one  ol  Insi  Probation  Commis- 
sioners; founder  ol  Arbitration  Society; 
during  World  War  directed  census  ol 
lood  supplies  in  New  York  (lit\;  lusi 
president  ol  Federation  for  Support 
ol  Jewish  Philanthropic  Societies;  was 
active  in  interest  and  support  ol  the 
movement  to  further  the  economic  de- 
velopment ol  Palestine;  interested  in 
line  ails  and  music:  portrait  painted 
from  life  in  1922  b)  Arthur  de  Ferraris; 
presented  l>\  Mrs.  Warburg. 
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